
BRETHREN  EVANGELIST. 

"I will eat it."    Mark 14 : 14 ; Matt. 26: 
18. 

They claim this is proof that Christ ate 
the Paschal lamb. 

(d) They "prepared," "made ready" 
"the Passover" for him to eat with his 
disciples. He came with his disciples, sat 
down and ate, surely, say they, he ate the 
Paschal lamb. 

We have placed here in the plainest 
possible terms, what at first sight and 
thought, seems to plainly contradict all 
that we have said about the impossibility 
of Christ's eating the Paschal lamb. 

These arguments seem reasonable and 
were it not impossible for them to be true 
we would gladly accept them. Though 
they seem plausible we will clearly show 
the fallacy of each. 

1. Christ ate his last meal the same 
day the Jews killed the lamb, but not the 
same time in the day. The day began 
about six P. M. Christ ate his meal at 
nine or ten P. If., and the lamb was killed 
eighteen hours later at three P. M., three 
hours before the day ended. This would 
have been the next day by our time, but 
the same day by Bible time as the day be- 
gan and ended at sundown. 

"And the first day of unleavened bread 
when they killed the Passover." Mark 
14: 12. The word "they" misleads many. 
It does not mean "they," the disciples,but 
"they," the priests. 

(a) The priests were to kill the lamb. 
The disciples were not priests. 

(b) This command to prepare the 
Passover was given twenty-one hours be- 
fore the law would allow the lamb to be 
killed. Nevertheless these words were 
literally true. When the "day of unleav- 
ened bread" came, that is the same day, 
when the Jews in the afternoon killed the 
lamb, the disciples in the beginning of the 
day made this inquiry. 

2. They prepared the Passover. At 
sundown, the beginning of the fourteenth, 
they were commanded to go and prepare 
the Passover. 

(a) They found the place for prepar- 
ation. 

(b) They destroyed all leavened 
bread, if there was any in the house. 

(c) They baked unleavened bread. 
(d) They, in all probability, prepared 

eatables and other things for the eight 
days' Passover, the lamb excepted, be- 
cause it was unlawful to prepare it until 
twenty-one hours later. 

(1) The lamb was set apart four days 
before this command was given, and, 

(2) It was to be killed twenty-one 
hours later. Hence they had no right to 
touch the lamb.    They made  ready the 
PASSOVER IN THE UPPER ROOM.       Luke 22:   I 

n-13. Those who so tenaciously claim 
that the Passover ALWAYS means the lamb 
must admit that they took the lamb in 
that upper room and made it ready to eat, 
because Christ plainly told them to make 
ready the Passover in the upper room that 
he may eat. Hence they made the lamb 
ready to eat eighteen or more hours before 
it was killed.    This is preposterous. 

We have very clearly shown that the 
word Passover has at least five different 
significations. 

The fourteenth day is called the Pass- 
over, the seven days feast is also called 
the Passover, whence we have an eight 
days Passover. 

The lamb and all other eatables and 
things connected with the Passover for the 
entire eight days with or without the lamb 
are called Passover. Luke 22:1; Ezek. 
45 i ■!. 

"We call this festival Pascha which sig- 
nifies the Passover." Josephus Book 2 
Chap. 14 par. 6. 

"The feast of unleavened bread was 
celebrated which we call the Passover."— 
Book 14 chap. 2 par. 1. 

"Now upon the approach of the feast 
of unleavened bread which feast is called 
the Passover."—Book   17   chap. 9par. 1. 

"We keep a feast of eight days which 
is called the feast of unleavened bread." 
Book 2 chap.   15 par. 1. 

We see from Josephus that the 
whole eight days were called the Passover. 
The O. and N. Testament teach the same. 

3. Christ ate the Passover. "I shall 
eat the Passover." Mark 14:14. This 
positively refers to the Passover they pre- 
pared for him to eat before the time to 
kill the lamb, hence it refers to the other 
eatables and things of the Passover, not 
including the lamb. "I will keep the 
Passover at thy house." They prepared 
it and Christ said "I will" and "shall" eat 
it; and he sat down and ate what they 
prepared which was the Passover without 
the lamb. Matt. 26: 17-21 ; Mark 14: 
12, 14, 18 : Luke 22 :  n-16. 

The disciples could not have prepared 
the lamb, but they did prepare the Pass- 
over, hence Christ could not have eaten 
the lamb but did eat the Passover they 
prepared. 

The disciples prepared the Passover but 
Christ did not eat it, because eating the 
Passover always refers to eating the lamb; 
therefore the meal Christ ate could not be 
called eating the Passover. 

This so-called Gibraltar argument is no 
argument at all.    It is contradicted, 

(a) By the Bible.   ■' 
(b) By Jewish history. 
(c) By early history of the Christian 

church. 

(d) By the practice of the Jews to- 
day. 

In order to understand this subject ful- 
ly it is necessary to notice, 

(1) That.the apostles expected to keep 
the whole eight days Passover, and so un- 
derstood the command of Christ. 

(2) They faithfully prepared every- 
thing according to the Jewish law. 

(3) They did not understand the 
Christian ordinances even when they were 
instituted. 

Foot-washing, communion and Lord's 
Supper were all a mystery to them. He 
told them they would understand later. 
John 13 : 7.   . 

(4) • The ordinances were instituted 
out of the materials of the Passover. 

(a) The water, basin, and towel used 
in foot washing were all the preparations 
of the Passover. 

(b) Out of the provisions prepared 
for the eight days Passover, Christ estab- 
lished the Christian Passover. (This is 
the sixth meaning of the word Passover.) 
Matthew, Mark and Luke call this meal 
Passover ; Luke and John supper; Paul, 
Lord's Supper; Paul in Acts 18 : 21 and 
I Cor. 5 : 8, feast; Jude and Peter, feast 
of charity. It is quite probable all refer 
to the same meal. 

(c) Out of the bread and the fruit of 
the vine prepared for the Passover, he es- 
tablished the Eucharist. Here the Jewish 
ordinances were changed into the ordi- 
nances of the Christian church. Heb. 
7: 12. 

(5) Christ ate the Passover the disci- 
ples prepared. Christ said I "shall" and 
"will" eat the Passover "before I suffer." 

(a) Christ would not have said I 
"shall" and "will" eat, if he had known 
he could not have eaten it. 

(b) When Christ said I "will" eat he 
did not mean he only "willed to eat." 

Illustration.—Mr. Smith earnestly de- 
sires to eat dinner with Mr. Jones but 
knows that it is impossible to do so. He 
tells Mr. Jones I will t&t dinner with you 
to-day. The time passes, Mr. Smith does 
not appear. When they meet Mr. Smith 
says I knew it was impossible for me to eat 
dinner with you, I only meant I willed to 
tat. 

It is a serious thing to thus tamper with 
God's holy word. 

The attempt to reason away plain scrip- 
ture by comparing it with mistranslated 
texts is misleading. Thus arguing like 
"into" means "at," "out of" means 
"from," "baptize" "to sprinkle," etc. 

( To be concluded next week.) 


